
How to write an AP Government essay 

 
(1) Read the question more than once 

(2) Do not include a conclusion or introduction; include a thesis ONLY if it helps you to organize your thoughts. 

(3) Pay attention to/circle the verbs: 

a. identify: list and provide an example (2 sentences max) 

• Identify the clause of the 14th amendment that is used to extend Civil Rights 

 

b. describe: detail in two sentences 

•Describe the power of the President in each of the following roles; Chief Legislator, Chief Administrator 

 

c. discuss: cite, clarify and connect back to the prompt (3 to 5 sentences) 

•Discuss two reasons why the framers created a Bicameral Legislature 

 

d. explain: talk about cause and effect (2 sentences minimum) 

•Explain how each of the following has been used to expand the power of the federal Government over the Power of the states; Commerce Clause,   

Mandates 

 

e. analyze: discuss + explain; pay attention to both sides but favor one side. 

•Compare the positions of the Federalists and Anti Federalists regarding the power of the National Government 

 

f. justify: give evidence in support of (whether you agree or not) 

•Choose one of the forms of participation, justify its use in changing civil rights policy 

 

g. list: cite examples of with no further explanation... if it asks you to list three Supreme Court decisions that reference the 14th amendment, you 

would, in one sentence with a colon and commas... say Roe v. Wade, Gitlow vs. New York and Brown v. Board of Ed. 

 
(4) ANSWER THE PROMPT. This may sound dumb but ANSWER THE PROMPT; The question will include parts, noted with letters. Assume the letters are steps. 

ANSWER THEM IN ORDER, concisely and comprehensively. 

 
(5) Be as clear as possible. This includes using small, almost superscript like notations where you note the part of the question you are handling. So if the 

question lists parts (a) (b) and (c) you should, in your margin or the indent before you start the paragraph that answers part (a) write (A)... If part (a) asks 

you to describe two features unique to the United States Senate, a good essay would probably say something like: (A) Two features that are unique to 

the United States Senate are: (1) its deference to minority leaders and (2) its tradition of unlimited debate. (1) The Senate, like the House, has minority and 

majority leaders assigned to each committee; but in the Senate, these minority leaders have a greater say in the committee's behavior. (2) Additionally, 

in the Senate, unlike in the House, there has been a long-standing tradition of allowing Senators to filibuster, deliberate, etc. with few if any rules to limit 

the practice/debate. Note that in the above example, the (A) obviously paralleled the prompt directly but the writer also took the initiative by adding a 

tiny 1 and 2 (superscript would be even better) to break down the two parts of the question. Readers of AP Gov essays, who have 2 minutes per essay to 

read thru these things, LOVE that kind of thing. 
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2012 AP® UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS 
FREE-RESPONSE QUESTIONS 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS 

SECTION II 

Time-1 hour and 40 minutes 

Directions: You have 100 minutes to answer all four of the following questions. Unless the directions indicate 
otherwise, respond to all parts of all four questions. It is suggested that you take a few minutes to plan and outline 
each answer. Spend approximately one-fourth of your time (25 minutes) on each question. In your response, use 
substantive examples where appropriate. 

1. Members of Congress are charged with three primary duties-writing laws, overseeing the implementation of 
laws, and serving the needs of their constituents. 

(a) Describe the role of each of the following in lawmaking. 

• Senate filibuster 

• House Rules Committee 

• Conference committee 

(b) Describe one method by which Congress exercises oversight of the federal bureaucracy. 

(c) Explain how casework affects members' attention to legislation. 
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UNlTlm STATES GOVERNMI~NT ANO POLlTlCS 

SI~CTION ll 

'l'imc-1 hour and 40 minutes 

I A I 

Directions: You have !00 minutes to answer all four o:f the following questions. Unless the uirections indiculc 
otherwise, respond to al l part:> of all four qu.estions. It is suggested that you take» few minute.<; to phm and out line 
each answer. Spend approximately one-fourth of your time <2.5 mjnutcsl.m!_cflch quc~Q!.l. ln your response. usc 
substantive examples where ap(lrnpriatc. 

1. Mcmhers of Congress are charged w ith three primary duties-writing laws, overseeing the implementation of 
lnws, and serving the needs of !heir constituents. 

(a) Det>cribe l.hc role of each of lhe following in lawmaking. 

• Senate .n libustcr 

• House Rule.~ Commitlce 

• Conference committee 

(b) Dc.\'Cr ibc one mc!hotl by which Congress exercises oversight of lhc federa l bureaucracy. 

(c) Explain how casework affectr- mcmlx:rs' attenUou lo legislation .. 
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ADDITJONAL ANSWER PAGE FOR QUESTJON L 
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Qucstinn I is rcpr·intcd l'or your convcnicucc. 

! . Members o f Congresl> arr. d wrgcd with three r}rimary dutie!<- wriling laws, overseeing the implemenlulion of 
bws, and serving the needs of their constituent~. 

(a) Describe the role of euch of the following in lnwmuking. 

• Senate filibuslcr 

• Hou~e Rules Committee 

Conference committee 

(b) Describe one method by which Congress exercises oversight of the federal bureaucracy. 

(c) Explain how casework affects members' attention 1\) legil>lation. 
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UNI'flm STATES GOVl~l~NMl~NT AND l)OUTlCS 

~)ECl'ION ll 

Timc-l hour ;md 40minutes 

Dh-c<:tions: You have 100 minutes to answer all four of !he following questions. Unlcs1; the directitms indicate 
otherwise, respond to all parts of 111! four qurn<;tinns. 1L is suggested that you take a few minutes to pfan und outline 
each answer. ~~nQJI.QQroximatcJy one-fourth of your time (25 minutes) on cnch question. In your response, use 
substalltive examplli'"s where approt>riale. 

l. Members of Cong1·ess arc charged with three primary dutic.o; - writing laws, overseeing the implementation of 
laws. and serving the needs of their constituents. 

(a) De~cribc the role of each of the following in lawmaking. 

• Senate filibuster 

• House Rule.<; Committee 

• Conference commiltcc 

(b) Describe one method by which Co1tgrcss exercises overJ;ighl of lhe federal burc<wcracy. 

(c) Explai11 how casework ilffcct~ members' au.em.ion to legislation . 
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ADDITIONAL ANSWBR PAGE l<'"DR QUESTION I. 
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UNITED STATES GOVEnNMENT ANO POLITICS 

SBCTlONll 

Time-t hm.u· and 40 rninntt!s 

\ C I 

Directions: You h:~vc 100 minutes to m11>wcr al l rour of I he rnllnwing qucstihn~. Ulllcss the Jircclibn~; indicate 
otherwise, respond to all parts of all fuur questions. U is suggested thai you take a few minutes to pjan and outline 
each nnswcr. s_pcng .ilUPJ"O&imjlfC!)! OOc·fOlll'th of your time (?,5 llliDJ.il~) on ~·~ttJul!.l'l!iHilli- l n ynw fC~pousc, usc 
:wbstuntivc examples where :.tJ>proprhttc. 

! 
j 

J. Members of Congl'css arc charged with three primary dutie-~-writing laws, ovcrsccin~ lhe implementation of 
laws, and serving the needs of their constituents. ~ 

•' 
fi (a) Describe the role or each of the following in lawrnaking. 

li 
I' II 

• Scuale filibuster 

• House Rules Committee 

• Conl'crcnc(~ commiUce li 
(b) Describe one method by which Congn~ss Cllercises ovcr::>ight of the federal hurcilucmcy. 1: 

'! 
t 

(c) Exphun how et~scwork ulfcct:; members' attention l.o !.cg.islution. 
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APDIT10NAL ANSWeR PAGE FOR QUESTION l. 
}C ~ 

1l1L.Laf,£_ Illd11i ctnfere~n:ud1e&-l.n.J1!wtxrL(uQ'1lf____,.........__ 
JD 1 taO_ __ ciH a l f -.f1rlt raq_b <>f'tJt5 • -rVIQ C'Otl{Mem_ . :Jli:ll:ee 
Jfl1~-~ · L . and M J?. • r:.e_ao_ 
~-~- tL~ ~--
_tyat:lng~tlijlJYJ~Uj· _ _ _ 
(~Vtl ['yJttrxx;l tx4 lL\lhJC.tl conqrtr.; eKf!C'{<J!S . ovevs.q.~.-~ 
~l?l)[fa UC£~ iS :i11i YtW ~cL-=:fkJt_ . 
{Vlt ~.LLJiL .. ~~t1L_(L IDJ ll YlelYXJ pgi'c~~ 
}I~k}()Jt tf nt (jdfSnt.: H 14L It I O.la.GLV"e fQ(?d li. . ..h!.C!... _!__.!.;;~ 
over 11£.1L10CLJ2JiLfr\Q3i . .aC-flftt 11Mt_ i±. ~~ J21·------+--
_f.ll!L.bf/L~cfs___a]QM006~J1:LJ-..eqtSLCH1~, .....__ 
tl J I n.\ffll\L!rlCj .peotu Ldi:X2.:llil l.fgJSJaliill_t!CdLtLU4- : tJt1iJ:& 
-tn. fkoq1L\fjt'UfnY JYO!e CA·~) CX.Ieyj _ _mre ... t'a ___ _ 
.ill1J1L Ji1· Q tr!gi9allao_l2t . __ . ·- .r L _JfJ/J t.L _ t~-_____ _ 

·MffDL :-~~((/.I Q h!tJLv::aJ~ ~FO Cjf!i_ 
IW [QlLl txJSW-OL.k:GWd. .. ---- ·-- ;.--· --
--·---------

....... --···------··-·-·--

------------
·----···-----·-- ·---

--·-- .. ----- ·------·--- ---........ .. ·-···--·-
-------- -----·---
----.. -----·-··· ---- """" -----------.. - - ---------·-·· . --·-·- - ----

--... -- -·----·-···--·-·-!fi---

--- ------ --- ·· .. ·- -

-5-

© 2012 The College Board. 
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.org. 

.-• -: 

----



AP® UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS 
2012 SCORING GUIDELINES 

Question 1 

points 

Part (a): _ point 

Describe the role of each of the following in lawmaking (3 points total, 1 point per role): 

• Senate filibuster allows a senator on the floor to: 
o Prevent/delay action on a particular bill. 
o Prevent/delay other business from being conducted. 

• Rules Committee schedules or manages the flow of legislation on the floor to: 
o Make it easier or more difficult for a bill to pass. 
o Make the process more efficient/orderly/manageable. 

• Conference Committee reconciles differences in House and Senate versions of a bill. 

Must describe the role in lawmaking explicitly. 

Part (b): point 

Describe one method by which Congress exercises oversight of the federal bureaucracy (1 point): 

• Budgetary process (power of the purse) 

• Committee hearings 

• Confirmation or rejection of political appointments to the bureaucracy 

• Investigations 

• New legislation 

• Legislative veto 

Must describe the context in which Congress uses the method to oversee the bureaucracy. 

Part (c): point 

Exnlain how casework affects members ' attention to legislation (1 point): 

• Diverts time, resources , and staff, thus reducing members ' ability to focus on legislation. 

• Develops awareness of problems, thus focusing more time and resources on related legislation. 

A score of zero (0) is assigned to an answer that is completely off task or is on task but earns no points. 

A score of dash (-) is assigned to an answer that is blank. 

© 2012 The College Board. 
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.org. 



Overview 

AP® UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS 
2012 SCORING COMMENTARY 

Question 1 

This question examined students ' knowledge of five components of the lawmaking process. Part (a) asked 
students to describe the role in lawmaking of the Senate filibuster, the House Rules Committee, and 
conference committees. In part (b) students were asked to describe a method by which Congress exercises 
oversight of the federal bureaucracy. Finally, in part (c) students were asked to explain how casework 
affects attention to legislation by members of Congress. 

Sample: lA 
Score: ! 

In part (a) the response earned 3 points. One point was earned for describing the Senate filibuster as the 
process of speaking indefinitely on the Senate floor , resulting in "the Senate being unable to vote on 
legislation and halt[ing] any other activities." (The response essentially gives both options noted in the 
scoring guidelines for the role of the filibuster.) One point was also earned for discussing the role of the 
House Rules Committee as "set[ting] the agenda for the House" and stating that it enables the party in 
control to prevail. The response earned another point for stating that a conference committee discusses 
"differences in a bill that both Houses of Congress have passed" and "deals with specific differences" with 
the purpose of "get[ting] rid of those differences ." 

In part (b) the response earned 1 point by identifying the budgetary process ("funding") as a method 
Congress uses to oversee the bureaucracy and describing how Congress can decrease or increase funding 
depending on perspectives of performance. 

In part (c) the response earned 1 point by stating that Congress "does not have all the time in the world" 
and that members "might not have time to proporly [sic] point out details in legislation." 

Sample: lB 
Score: 

The response earned 2 points in part (a). It earned 1 point for the role of the Senate filibuster by noting that 
"those opposed to the bill" seek "to delay its passing or ultimately kill it." The response observes that "[t]his 
makes lawmaking a slow process." Also, 1 point was earned for the role of the House Rules Committee by 
stating that "certain rules will facilitate or hinder the process of lawmaking." This is an excellent rephrasing of 
the point in the scoring guidelines relating to making it easier or more difficult to pass the bill. The response 
did not earn a point related to conference committees. It includes the correct information that conference 
committees are "temporary" and involve the House and Senate; however, it states imprecisely that such 
committees are "designed to agree on the amendments to a bill." Additionally, the response makes the 
confusing statement that conference committees "ensure that both houses of Congress see their appropriate 
changes to a particular bill." The imprecise language and the unclear meaning of "their appropriate changes" 
indicate that the student does not know the role of a conference committee. 

In part (b) the response earned 1 point by identifying the budgetary process as a method of congressional 
oversight, describing how this enables Congress to influence the operations or even existence of executive 
departments and agencies. 

© 2012 The College Board. 
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.org. 



AP® UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS 
2012 SCORING COMMENTARY 

Question 1 (continued) 

In part (c) the response did not earn a point because casework is presented as a mechanism for learning "the 
ideologies of their constituents ," which will guide the legislative votes of members of Congress. This is an 
argument that casework is related to the content of constituency opinion rather than the member developing 
an awareness of a new problem. 

SamplP: 1C 
Score: 

In part (a) the response earned 1 point for describing the role of the Senate filibuster as preventing passage of 
a bill. The response is enriched by noting that "the threat of a filibuster" is often sufficient. The response was 
not penalized for the incorrect statement that cloture is invoked by a 60-vote majority in Congress because 
cloture provisions were not part of the question. The response did not earn a point for the House Rules 
Committee because it incorrectly describes the committee's role as checking the constitutionality of each 
bill. The response also did not earn a point for conference committee because it is unclear regarding the place 
of such committees in the lawmaking process. The response implies that the conference committee 's work is 
done early in the process so that consideration in the separate chambers goes more smoothly, rather than 
making it clear that the conference committee reconciles differences between bills already passed by the two 
chambers. 

In part (b) the response did not earn a point for congressional oversight because it discusses the presidential 
veto and possible override by Congress. This is an element of lawmaking under separation of powers rather 
than congressional oversight of departments and agencies. 

In part (c) the response did not earn a point because casework is presented as a mechanism for identifying 
people with an interest in a bill. This argument is closely related to the incorrect interpretation of casework as 
being related to the constituency opinion and does not address casework as diverting resources from 
lawmaking or developing awareness of new problems. 
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2013 APe UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS 
FREE-RESPONSE QUESTIONS 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS 

SECTION II 

Time-1 hour and 40 minutes 

Directions: You have 100 minutes to answer all four of the following questions. Unless the directions indicate 
otherwise, respond to all parts of all four questions. It is suggested that you take a few minutes to plan and outline 
each answer. Spend approximately one-fourth of your time (25 minutes) on each question. In your response, use 
substantive examples where appropriate. 

~ere are several different approaches to representation within a democratic political system. 

(a) Defme direct democracy. 

(b) Define republican form of government. 

(c) Describe one reason the framers of the United States Constitution chose a republican form of government 
over a direct democracy. 

(d) Describe each of the models of congressional representation. 

• Trustee model (attitudinal view) 

• Delegate model (representational view) 

(e) Explain why a member of Congress might sometimes act as a trustee (attitudinal view) rather than a delegate 
(representational view). 

2. Political parties play important roles in United States elections and government institutions. Over the past several 
decades, the influence of political parties in elections has declined while their strength in Congress has increased. 

(a) Describe two important functions of political parties in United States elections. 

(b) Describe one important role political parties play within Congress to promote the party's public policy 
agenda. 

(c) Explain how each of the following factors has weakened the influence of political parties over the political 
process. 

• Direct primaries 

• Candidate-centered campaigns 

(d) Explain how party polarization has strengthened party influence in Congress. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS 

SECTION II 

Time-1 hour and 40 minutes 

Directions: You have 100 minutes to answer all four of the following questions. Unless the directions indicate 
otherwise, respond to all parts ofall four questions. It is suggested that you take a few minutes to plan and outline 
each answer. Spend approximately one-fourth of your time (25 minutes) on each guestion. ln your response, use 
substantive examples where appropriate. 

l. There are several different approaches to representation within a democratic political system. 

(a) Define direct democracy. 

(b) Define republican f01m of government. 

(c) Describe one reason the framers of the United States Constitution chose a republican form of government 
over a direct democracy. 

(d) Describe each of the models of congressional representation. 

• Trustee model (attitudinal'view) 

• Delegate model (representational view) 

~e) Explain why a member of Congress might sometimes act as a trustee (attitudinal view) rather than a delegate 
(representational view). 
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UNITED STATES GOVEi{NMENT AND POLITICS 

SECTION II 

Time-1 hour and 40 minutes 

I& 

Directions: You have I 00 minutes to answer all four of the following questions. Unless the directions indicate 
otherwise, respond to all parts of all four questions. ll is suggested that you take a few minutes to plan and outline 
each answer. Spend approximately one-fourth of your time (25 minutes) on each question. In your respom;e, usc 
substantive examples where appropriate. 

l . There are several different approaches to representation within a democratic political sy~tem. 

(a) Define direct democracy. 

(b) Define republican form of government. 

(c) Describe one reason the framers of the United States Constitution chose a republican form of government 
over a direct democracy. 

(d) Describe each of the models of congressional representation. 

• Trustee model (attitudinal view) 

• Delegate model (representational view) 

(e) Explain why a member of Congress might sometimes act as a trustee (attitudinal view) rather than a delegate 
(representational view). ' . 
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Question 1 is reprinted for your convenience. 16 
1. There are several different approaches to representation within a democratic political system. 

(a) Define direct democracy. 

(b) Define republican form of government. 

(c) Describe one reason the framers of the United States Constitution chose a republican form of government 
over a direct democracy. 

(d) Describe each of the models of congressional representation. 

• Trustee model (attitudinal view) 

• Delegate model (representational view) 

(e) Explain why a member of Congress might sometimes act ac; a trustee (attitudinal view) rather than a delegate 
(representational view). 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS 

SECTION II 

IC I.~ 2.. 

Timec---1 hour and 40 minutes 

Directions: Yo~h~e ~\ m~Yto ~~{ fo~~~'Tcl;;w~?uestions. Unless the directions indicate 
otherwise, respond to all parts of all four questions. It is suggested that you take a few minutes to plan and outline 
each answer. Spend approximately one-fourth of your time (25 minutes) on each question. In your response, use 
substantive examples where appropriate. 

1. There are several different approaches to representation within a democratic political system. 
I 

(a) Define direct democracy. ttt \loX- . . 
(b) Define republican fonn of government. e\tt...~ ~\..w\) 
(c) Describe one reason the framers of the United States Constitution chose a republican form of government 

. over a direct democracy.~ Cfj(.{\l{_~ 
(d) Describe each of the models of congressional representation. 

· • Trustee model (attitudinal view) M. o.lh o._t, >(l'llt.INY~ l6\ \ru,\- ~w\\ Vik ·~ v-{)..i (JY'S,\·\~') lftl'l') /_, 

• Delegate model (representational view)l/i.fl \.•·A \\ 'J~ ~'t~ fY\ ~~~\h.r~~ 
(e) Explain why a member of Congress might sometimes act as a trustee (attitudinal view) rather than a delegate 

(representational view). .~ rp-\'f'.. )v...~f\ . 
~ ~ 
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AP® UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS 
2013 SCORING GUIDELINES 

Question 1 

points 

Part (a): 1 point 
One point is earned for a correct definition of direct democracy: 

• Rule by the people + 

Part (b): . _Joint 

Individual participation on legislation or policy 
OR 

Making decisions without delegating authority to elected 
representatives 

One point is earned for defining a republican form of government: 

Authority is delegated to elected representatives to make decision on behalf of citizens. 

Part (c): 1 point 
One point is earned for a description of one reason the framers chose a republican form of government. 
Reasons include: 

• Fear of mob rule (tyranny of the majority) • To counter the influence of factions 
• Size of country 
• Elitism - inadequate 

education/uninformed public 
• Did not trust people 

Part (d): _ point: 

• Preexistence of states 
• Reinforcement of federalism 

One point is earned for each description of the models of congressional representation . 

• An acceptable description of the trustee model (attitudinal view): 
o Decisions made by elected official using their own personal views or decisions made by 

the elected official based on the public good and not on the basis of constituents' views. 

• An acceptable description of the delegate model (representational view): 
o Decisions made by the elected official mirror the constituents ' views, represent 

constituents' views, or do what voters tell them to do. 

Part (e): _point 
One point is earned for an acceptable explanation of why a member of Congress might sometimes act as a 
trustee (attitudinal view) rather than a delegate (representational view). 

• Information access • Vote his or her conscience (explaining 

• Reliance on expertise why) 

• Divided constituency • Difficulty determining what voters want 

• Salience of issue 

Note: Must close loop to show contrast that the representative is voting regardless of what the 
constituents want. 
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AP® UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS 
2013 SCORING COMMENTARY 

Question 1 

This question examined students' lmowledge of political representation. Part (a) asked students to define 
direct democracy. Part (b) asked students to define republican form of government. Part (c) asked students to 
describe why the framers chose a republican form of government over a direct democracy. Part (d) asked 
students to describe the trustee model (attitudinal view) of congressional representation and the delegate 
model (representational view) of congressional representation. Part (e) asked students to explain why a 
member of Congress might sometimes act as a trustee rather than a delegate. 

Sample: lA 
Score: 

In part (a) the response earned 1 point. One point was earned for defining direct democracy as "citizens 
vote directly on key issues . .. rather than elect representatives." 

In part (b) the response earned 1 point. One point was earned for defining republican form of government 
as "one in which citizens elect leaders to represent them in government." 

In part (c) the response earned 1 point by describing one reason why the framers of the U.S. Constitution 
chose a republican form of government over a direct democracy. The response states "they feared putting 
important political matters directly in the hands of the people. They feared this would result in conflict and 
destruction". 

In part (d) the response earned 2 points. One point was earned for describing a trustee as when "the 
Congress person makes political decisions influenced by their own personal views. " A second point was 
earned by describing a delegate as when "the Congress person votes and makes political decisions based 
on what ... their constituents would want." 

In part (e) the response earned 1 point by explaining why a member of Congress might sometimes act as a 
trustee rather than a delegate. The response states that the trustee model is often used "if the issue at 
hand falls under his or her area of expertise. " The response explains this argument by providing an 
appropriate example. 
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Sample: lB 
Score: 

AP® UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS 
2013 SCORING COMMENTARY 

Question 1 (continued) 

In part (a) the response did not earn a point because direct democracy is incorrectly defined as "a vote for a 
candidate." 

In part (b) the response earned 1 point. One point was earned for defining republican form of government 
as "people are elected to represent the views . .. of the greater population." 

In part (c) the response earned 1 point by describing one reason why the framers of the U.S. Constitution 
chose a republican form of government over a direct democracy. The response states "their 'inherent 
distrust' of the people" caused the framers to believe "that if a direct democracy were to exist, people 
would vote selfishly, not considering the needs of others." 

In part (d) the response earned 2 points. One point was earned for describing a trustee as when "a member 
of Congress votes on his or her personnel [sic] opinion or viewpoint. " A second point was earned by 
describing a delegate as when "a Congress person acts according to the people he or she is representing." 

In part (e) the response did not earn a point because no clear explanation is given about why a member of 
Congress might sometimes act as a trustee rather than a delegate. No point was given if the response 
explains some variation of personal gain. 

SampJq: lC 
Score: 

In part (a) the response earned 1 point. One point was earned for defining direct democracy as "people vote 
directly for whatever is being voted for . There is no middle man." 

In part (b) the response earned 1 point. One point was earned for defining republican form of government 
as "elected officials are voted into office by the people." 

In part (c) the response did not earn a point because there is no clear description of why the framers of the 
U.S. Constitution chose a republican form of government over a direct democracy. No clear distinction is 
made between what might be expected in a direct democracy and a republican form of government. 

In part (d) the response did not earn any points. The response did not accurately describe either the trustee 
model or the delegate model of congressional representation. 

In part (e) the response did not earn a point for explaining why a member of Congress might sometimes act 
as a trustee rather than a delegate. The response inaccurately uses a partisan argument to explain the 
trustee model. 
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2014 APe UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS 
FREE-RESPONSE QUESTIONS 

Qvoter turnout is influenced by constitutional provisions, voting laws, and demographics. 

(a) Identify the effect of one of the following amendments on the electorate. 

• Fifteenth Amendment 

• Nineteenth Amendment 

• Twenty-sixth Amendment 

(b) Explain how each of the following factors may affect voter turnout. 

• Motor voter laws 

• Photo identification laws 

(c) Select one of the following demographic features and describe its relationship to the likelihood of a person 
voting in an election. 

• Education 

• Age 

(d) Explain why voter turnout is different in each of the following. 

• Presidential versus midterm elections 

• Primary versus general elections 

3. Congress and the president both have a role in making foreign policy. Despite recent expansions in presidential 
power, there are still limits on presidential decision making in foreign policy. 

(a) Describe two enumerated powers Congress has in making foreign policy. 

(b) Describe two expressed powers the president has in making foreign policy. 

(c) Explain how executive agreements expand the president's ability to implement foreign policy. 

(d) Explain how one of the following can limit the president's ability to implement foreign policy. 

• Elections 

• Presidential approval ratings 
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2. Voter turnout :is influenced by constitutional provisions, voting Jaws, and demographics. 

(a) Identify the effect of one of the following amendments on the electo.ra~. 

• Fifteenth Am~~dme~t Af;'l \tO.'() . t'(Y'('f~(Qr\S 
• Nineteenth Amendment 'vlO~l'l et;)\)~'{~ 
• Twenty-sixth Amendment 

(b) Explain how each of the following factors m~y affect voter tumout. 

• Motor voter laws "~'\\ S'tt'< G.\' \\S(ef\~ tk, ~~\\C(l'\)~ ~Cl\~'t- f\-.. 
• Photo identification law~ 't;~ ~ . 0-V"L "c1i.~ 

(c) Select one of the following demographic fearures and describe its relationship to the likelihood of a person 
voting in an eJection. - -- · 

• Education 

• Age 

(d) Explain why voter turnout is different in each of the followin.g. 

• P.residemial versus midterm elections· · 

• Prim.ary versus general elections 
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Question l is reprinted for your convenience. 

2. Voter tumout is influenced by constitutional provisions, voting laws, and demographics. 

(a) Identify the effect of one of the following amendments on the electorate. 

• Fifteenth Am.endment 

• N'meteenth Amendment 

• Twenty-sixth Amendment 

(b) ~VInin how each of the following factors may affect voter llllllOUt. 

• Motor voter laws 

• Photo identification laws 

(c) Select one of the following demographic f~ and describe its relationship to the likelihood of a person 
voting in an election. 

• Education 

• Age 

(d) &plain why vuter turnout is different in each of the following. 

• Presidential versus midterm elections 

• Primary versus general elections 

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE. 
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2. Voter turnout is influenced by constitutional provisions, voting laws, and demographics. 

, {a) Identify the effect <:If one of the following amendments on the electorate. --• FU:~nth Amendment 

• Nineteenth Amendment \ . . l. ~t ~\:) 
• Twenty-sixth Amendment - {\)..(St. · <x '('14 .t. ~\~ 

(b) EJtplainhow each of the following factors may affect voter turnout 

• Motor voter laws 

• Photo identification laws 

(c) Select one of the following demographic features and describe itS relationship to the likelihood of a person 

·~ 
(d) Explain why voter turnout is different in each of the following. 

• Presidential versus midterm elections 

• Primary versus general elections 
'• 
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Questimll is reprinted tor your tnnvemence. 

2. Voter t:ut1lout is influenced by constitutional provisions, voting laws, and demographics. 

(a) Identify the effect of one of the following amendments on the electorate. 

• Fifteenth Amendment 

• Nineteenth Amendment 

• Twenty~ Amendment 

(b) Explain how each of the following ·factors may affect voter turnout 

• Motor voter laws 

• Photl) identification laws 

(c) Select one of the following demographic featw:es and describe its relationship to the likeliltood of a person 
voting in an election. 

• Education 

'·~ • Age 
(dVllxplain wby voter turnout is different in each of the following. 

• Presidential versus midterm elections 
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~ c \ 11, ::, 
2. Voter turnout is ·influenced by constitutional provisions, voting laws, and demo~phics. 

(a) Identify the effect of one of the following amendments on the electorate. 

• F"tfteenth Amendment 

• Nineteenth Amendment 

• Twenty-sixth Amendment 

(b) Explain how each of the following factors may affect voter turnout. 

• Motor voter laws 

• Photo identification laws 

(c) Select one of the following demographic featutes and describe itS relationship to the likelihood of a person 
voting in an election. 

• Education 

• Age 

(d) &plain why voter turnout is different in eaeb of the following. 

• • Presidential versus midterm elections 
~ ~ 

~:~ Primary versus general elections 
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Question 2 is reprinted tor your convenience. 

2. Voter turnout is influenced by constitutional provisions, voting laws. and demographics. 

(a) Identify the effect of one of the following amendments on the electorate. 

• Fifteenth Amendment 

• Nineteenth Amendment 

• Twenty~sixth Amendment 

(b) Explain how each of the following factors may affect voter turnout 

• MOtor voter laws 

• Photo identification laws 

(c) Select one of the following demographic features and describe its relationship to the likelihood of a person 
voting in an election. 

• Education 

. • Age 

(~Explain why voter ~moU.t is different in each of the following. 

• Pres!dential versus midten;t elections 

• Primary versus general elections 
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points 

AP® UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS 
2014 SCORING GUIDELINES 

Question 2 

Part (a): _ point 

One point is earned for an accurate identification of how one of the following amendments affected the 
electorate: 

• The Fifteenth Amendment gave African Americans the right to vote. 
• The Nineteenth Amendment gave women the right to vote. 
• The Twenty-Sixth Amendment gave citizens age 18 and over the right to vote. 

Part (b): point 

One point is earned for each explanation of factors that affect voter turnout: 
• Motor voter laws add more registered voters to the rolls, potentially changing voter turnout. 
• Photo identification laws create a potential barrier for those without accepted forms of ID, 

changing voter turnout. 

Part (c): point 

One point is earned for an accurate description of how one of the following affects the likelihood of a 
person voting in an election: 

• Education 
o Education is positively correlated with voter turnout: The higher the education level of a 

person, the more likely he or she is to vote. 
• Age 

o Age is positively correlated with voter turnout: The older a person is , the more likely he or 
she is to vote. 

Part (d). points 

One point is earned for each accurate explanation of why voter turnout differs in the following: 
• Presidential vs. midterm elections 

o Media coverage is greater in presidential elections. 
o Increased interest in and importance of national and presidential campaigns. 

• Primary vs. general elections 
o Partisans and activists are more likely to vote in primaries. 
o Only party members may vote in closed primaries. 
o Many primary elections are noncompetitive. 
o Independents are less likely to participate in primary elections. 
o General elections simplify choices. 
o Media coverage is greater in general elections. 
o Increased interest in and importance of general elections. 

A score of zero (0) is assigned to an answer that is off task or is attempted but earns no points. 

A score of dash(-) is assigned to an answer that is blank. 
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Overview 

AP® UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS 
2014 SCORING COMMENTARY 

Question 2 

This question examined the students' knowledge of how voter turnout is influenced by constitutional 
provisions , voting laws, and demographics. Part (a) asked students to identify one of three amendments 
and its effect on the electorate. In part (b) , the students were asked to explain how motor voter laws and 
photo identification laws affected voter turnout. In part (c), the students were asked to describe the 
relationship between age or education and its effect on voter turnout. Part (d) required students to explain 
the difference between voting turnouts in both presidential vs. midterm elections and primary vs. general 
elections. 

Sample: 2A 
Score: 

In part (a) the response earned 1 point for correctly identifying that the "fifteenth amendment gave African 
Americans the right to vote ." 

In part (b) the response earned 2 points. One point was earned for correctly explaining that motor voter 
laws "allowed people to become a registered voter at the place they got their liscense [sic] . This increased 
voter turnout because it was an easier way to register. " A second point was earned for correctly explaining 
that photo identification laws "required you to show some sort photo I.D . at the time of voting. This 
decreased voter turnout because people either didn't want to find their ID, but it also limited fraud, or 
voting twice. " 

In part (c) the response earned 1 point for correctly describing that "[t]he higher amount of education you 
have the more likely you are to vote because you are more informed." 

In part (d) the response earned 2 points. One point was earned for correctly explaining the difference 
between presidential and midterm elections: "Presidential elections have a higher voter tum out then [sic] 
midterm elections. This is because people are more informed with presidential elections then [sic] midterm 
elections because they are more broadcasted through media. " A second point was earned for correctly 
explaining the difference between primary and general elections: "In primary elections voter turnout is 
lower then [sic] general. In a primary election you are voting for a candidate which less people care about. 
In a general election you are voting for the president which more people care about, because it effects [sic] 
their lifestyles more. " 

Sample: 2B 
Score: 

In part (a) the response did not earn a point for identifying the effect of the amendment on the electorate. It 
incorrectly identifies the Twenty-sixth amendment. 

In part (b) the response earned 1 point. It did not earn a point for correctly explaining the effect motor voter 
laws had on the electorate. The response states that the registration process occurred when purchasing a 
new automobile. The response earned 1 point for correctly explaining the effect photo identification laws 
have on voter turnout: "Photo identification laws decreased voter turnout because it forced people to bring ID 
to elections, however some did not want to put in the effort to get a photo ID just for voting, thus decreased 
the amount of voters ." 
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AP® UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS 
2014 SCORING COMMENTARY 

Question 2 (continued) 

In part (c) the response earned 1 point for correctly describing the relationship between education and voter 
turnout: "If a person is well educated, they tend to vote more often. If a person has a high school degree or 
lower, they are more likely to vote less." 

In part (d) the response earned 2 points. One point was earned for correctly explaining why voter turnout is 
different between presidential and midterm elections: "There is much more voter turnout for presidential 
elections than in midterm elections because the media sets the agenda of only caring about the president, 
and not worrying about congressrnen."A second point was earned for correctly explaining why voter turnout 
is different between primary and general elections: "There is more voter turnout in general elections than 
primary elections because primary elections are to select candidates for the general election, and people 
want to vote in the general election more and skip the nomination of candidates." 

Sample: 2C 
Score: 

In part (a) the response did not earn a point for identifying the effect an amendment has on the electorate. 
The response incorrectly identifies the Fifteenth Amendment as making "voting possible for women." 

In part (b) the response earned 0 points. It did not earn a point for explaining how motor voter laws affect 
voter turnout. The response provides an incorrect definition of motor voter laws. The response did not earn a 
point for explaining how photo identification laws affect voter turnout because it does not indicate how 
photo identification laws affect voter turnout. 

In part (c) the response earned 1 point for correctly describing the relationship between age and voter turnout 
as "younger voters are also less likely to vote than 50-60 year olds." 

In part (d) the response earned 0 points. It did not earn a point for explaining why voter turnout is different in 
presidential and midterm elections. It appears the comparison is being made between presidential and 
general elections instead of presidential and midterm elections. The response did not earn a point for 
explaining why voter turnout is different in primary and general elections. It appears the comparison is being 
made between presidential and general elections instead of primary and general elections. 
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2015 APQ!> UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS 
FREE-RESPONSE QUESTIONS 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS 

SECTION II 

Time-1 hour and 40 minutes 

Directions: You have 100 minutes to answer all four of the following questions. Unless the directions indicate 
otherwise, respond to all parts of all four questions. It is suggested that you take a few minutes to plan and outline 
each answer. Spend approximately one-fourth of your time (25 minutes) on each question. In your response, use 
substantive examples where appropriate. 

1. American politics has often been called an "invitation to struggle." Although in recent years the president has 
been thought to have an advantage in policy making, there are still constraints on the power of the president. 

(a) Describe a power of the president in each of the following roles. 

• Chief legislator 

• Chief bureaucrat or chief administrator 

(b) Explain how each of the following limits the president's int1uence in policy making. 

• Civil service employees 

• The Supreme Court 

(c) Describe the int1uence of divided government on the policy-making process. 

@The framers of the Constitution devised a federal system of government that affected the relationship between 
the national and state governments. 

(a) Compare state sovereignty under the Articles of Confederation and under the Constitution. 

(b) Explain how each of the following has been used to expand the power of the federal government over 
the states. 

• Commerce clause 

• Mandates 

(c) Explain how each of the following has played a role in the devolution of power from the national 
government to the states. 

• Block grants 

• Supreme Court decisions 
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2. The framers of th~ Constitution devised a federal system of government that~ the relation~~ !een l/Z 
the·national and state governments. 

(a) Conipare state sovereignty under the Articles of Confederation and un!ier the Constitution. 

(b) Explain how each of the following has been used to expand the power of the federal government ever 
the states. 

•. Commerce clause 

• Mandates 

(c) Explain how each of the following has played a role in the -devolution of power from the national 
govemment to the stateS. 

• Block grants 

• Supreme C-ourt decisions 
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2. The framers of the Constitution devised a federal system of government that affected the relationship between 
the national and state governments. 

(a) Compare state sovereignty under the Articles of Confederation and under the Constitution. 

(b) Explain how each of the following has been used to expand the power of the federal government over 
the states. 

• Commerce clause 

~ Mandates 

(c) Explain how each of the following has played a role in the devolution of power from the national 
government to the states.. 

• Block grants 

• Supreme Court decisions 
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2C. '12-
2. The framers of the Constitution devised a federal system of government that affected the relationship between 

the national and state governments. 

(a) Compare state sovereignty under the Articles of Confederation and under the Constitution. 

(b) &plain how eadh of the following has been used to ~d the power of the federal government over 
the states. 

• Commen::e clause 

• Mandates 

(c) Explain how each of the following has played a role in the devolution of power from the national 
government to the states. · 

• Blook grants 

• Supreme Court ~ions 
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points 

AP® UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS 
2015 SCORING GUIDELINES 

Question 2 

Part (a): point 

One point is earned for an accurate comparison of state sovereignty under the Articles of Confederation 
and state sovereignty under the Constitution. 

Correct comparisons will state that states were sovereign under the Articles of Confederation, but under 
the Constitution they have shared power/limited power. 

Part (b): point 

One point is earned for each of two accurate explanations of how each of the following has been used to 
expand the power of the federal government over the states: 

• Commerce clause 
o Federal government/Congress controls interstate commerce (transportation, civil rights, 

etc.), and the states cannot control; it is an exclusive federal authority. 
o Federal government/U.S. Supreme Court increases the power of the federal government 

through decisions (such as Gibbons, Heart of Atlanta , etc.), and the states cannot; it is an 
exclusive federal authority. 

• Mandates -the federal government directs the states to implement policies (such as the 
American with Disabilities Act (ADA), school integration, busing, etc.), thus reducing state 
discretion and increasing federal discretion 

Part (c): poim 

One point is earned for an accurate explanation of how each of the following has played a role in the 
devolution of power from the national government to the states: 

• Block grants -broad federal funding that allows states to have more discretion in how funding is 
spent, thus states have greater flexibility in policy implementation. 

• Supreme Court decisions 
o Struck down encroachments of national government attempts to take states ' power, 

thereby protecting states ' powers. 
o Through the use of judicial review, state power is protected. 

A score of zero (0) is assigned to an answer that is off-task or is attempted but earns no points. 

A score of dash{-) is assigned to an answer that is blank 
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Overview 

AP® UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS 
2015 SCORING COMMENTARY 

Question 2 

This question examined the students' lmowledge of how state sovereignty changed from the Articles of 
Confederation to the U.S. Constitution, how federal power expanded under the Constitution, and how 
power has devolved from the national government to the states. Part (a) asked students to compare state 
sovereignty under the Articles of Confederation and under the Constitution. Part (b) asked students to 
explain how the Commerce Clause and mandates have been used to expand the power of the federal 
government over the states. Part (c) required students to explain how block grants and Supreme Court 
decisions have played a role in the devolution of power from the national government to the states. 

Sample; 2A 
Score: 

In part (a) the response earned 1 point for correctly making the comparison, "Under the Articles of 
Confederation the states held most of the power in the government . ... Under the Constitution however, 
more power was given to the federal government." 

In part (b) the response earned 2 points. One point was earned for correctly explaining that "[t]he power of 
the federal government was expanded by the Commerce clause because it gave the federal government to 
[sic] regulate money and foreign trade . ... When the Founding Fathers created the Constitution they 
decide to make the country more united by giving the power to the Federal government." A second point 
was earned for correctly explaining that "[m]andates have also expanded the federal power because it gave 
the power to go over the states when creating a piece of legislation or decree. An example of this is ... 
forcing all states to require wheelchair ramps." 

In part (c) the response earned 2 points. One point was earned for correctly explaining that "[b)lock grants 
are grants of money given to the states from the national government without specific requirements on 
how the states use it. This gives the states some independence and power to do as they please." A second 
point was earned for correctly explaining that "Supreme Court decisions have also played a role in the 
devolution of power. The Supreme Court has the power of Judicial Review to follow the Constitution and 
outlaw anything that goes against it. The tenth amendment ... gives power to the states on everything not 
clearly given to the federal government. The Supreme Court upholds that amendment and prevents too 
much power being given to the national government." 

Sample; 2B 
Score: 

In part (a) the response earned 1 point for correctly making the comparison that "[u]nder the Articles of 
Confederation, states were give the supreme power in government over a weak federal government .. .. 
Under the Constitution, some powers were taken away from the states and given to a national 
government, creating weaker state governments and a stronger federal government." 

In part (b) the response earned 1 point. One point was earned for correctly explaining, "[t ]he commerce 
clause of the Constitution gives the federal government control over interstate commerce." The response 
also states, "[t]he Supreme Court defined 'commerce' very broadly, giving the federal government more 
power than the states." A second point was not earned for explaining how mandates expanded the power of 
the federal government over the states because the response describes a categorical grant when attempting 
to explain mandates. 
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AP® UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS 
2015 SCORING COMMENTARY 

Question 2 (continued) 

In part (c) the response earned 1 point. It did not earn a point for explaining how block grants have played a 
role in the devolution of power from the national government to the states. The response did not earn a point 
because it incorrectly states that block grants come with "no 'strings attached. "' One point was earned for 
correctly explaining that "[t]he Supreme Court ruled in favor of allowing states to not recognize same-sex 
marriages in a state where it is illegal . ... By allowing the states to retain their right to marriage laws, the 
Supreme Court gave power back to the states." 

Sample: 2C 
Score: 

In part (a) the response earned 1 point for correctly making the comparison that "[u]nder the Articles of 
Confederation, the states were much more individualistic with a weak central government . . .. Under the 
Constitution, a stronger central government was established which unified the states." 

In part (b) the response earned 1 point. One point was earned for correctly explaining that "[t]he commerce 
clause has been used to expand the power of federal government over the states because as soon as trade 
becomes interstate, the federal government can step in and make laws over it that states must follow." A 
second point was not earned for explaining how mandates expanded the power of the federal government 
over the states because the response describes a categorical grant when attempting to explain mandates. 

In part (c) the response earned no points. It did not earn a point for explaining how block grants have played 
a role in the devolution of power from the national government to the states. The response does not show 
any constraint on state spending, but rather states, "they allow states to do whatever they want with the 
money given." A second point was not earned for explaining how Supreme Court decisions have played a 
role in the devolution of power from the national government to the states. The response only repeats the 
stem, thus it was incomplete. 
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